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As your Realtor, I believe in providing my clients
with well-rounded information to make informed
decisions. I understand the significance of home
insurance in protecting your investment, and my
goal is to empower you with essential insights.

Please remember that I'm here to guide you through
the process and connect you with the right resources. 

Feel free to reach out if you have any questions or
require further assistance.

Preferred Home Insurance Providers:

Disclaimer: 

The information provided here is intended to offer a general guide to home insurance
considerations. 

It is not intended to replace professional advice from an insurance company. 

While we aim to provide helpful insights, we recommend that you consult directly with your
insurance provider to address any specific questions or concerns you may have about home
insurance coverage. 

Your insurance needs are unique, and a conversation with your insurance company will ensure
that you receive the most accurate and personalized information regarding your policy
options.

Home Insurance



Dear Client,

We understand that finding reliable vendors for various services
related to real estate transactions can be a crucial aspect of
ensuring a smooth and successful experience. As part of our
commitment to assisting you throughout this process, we provide
vendor recommendations based on our past experiences and
general knowledge of the industry.

However, it's important to note that these recommendations are
for informational purposes only. We do not endorse or guarantee
the quality of services provided by these vendors. While we strive
to offer suggestions that align with your needs, preferences, and
the specific property in question, the final decision to engage with
any vendor lies with you.

Before proceeding with any vendor, we strongly advise conducting
your own research and due diligence. You may want to consider
seeking multiple opinions, checking references, and evaluating the
suitability of a vendor's services for your unique requirements. It's
essential to ensure that any chosen vendor aligns with your
expectations and standards.

We do not receive compensation or referral fees from the vendors
we recommend. Our goal is to support you in making informed
decisions that serve your best interests throughout the real estate
journey.

Feel free to consult with other professionals, such as legal or
financial advisors, if you have any concerns about vendor
selections or related agreements.

Please keep in mind that the real estate industry is dynamic, and
vendors' performance can change over time. Therefore, while we
strive to provide up-to-date information, we encourage you to
independently verify the relevance and accuracy of any
recommendations before moving forward.

If you have any questions or require further assistance, do not
hesitate to reach out to us. Your satisfaction and successful real
estate experience remain our top priority.

Vendor Recommendations Information
Note for Real Estate Clients
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What is the 80% rule in homeowners insurance?
The 80% rule dictates that homeowners must have replacement cost coverage worth at least
80% of their home's total replacement cost to receive full coverage from their insurance
company.



Dwell�ng coverage

YOUR LOCAL REALTOR®

www.Anton�aGr�santy.com
936-524-1396 contact@Anton�aGr�santy.com 

Dwell�ng coverage covers the structure of your home, �nclud�ng the walls, floors, w�ndows
and roof. Bu�lt-�n appl�ances, such as furnaces, are also typ�cally �ncluded �n your dwell�ng
coverage. An attached garage, porch or deck would fall under your dwell�ng coverage, too.

Wh�ch events are covered: Most homeowners pol�c�es cover your dwell�ng for any cause of
damage that �sn’t spec�f�cally excluded. Some of the most common causes of homeowners
�nsurance cla�ms �nclude w�nd, ha�l, freez�ng, f�re and l�ghtn�ng, accord�ng to the Insurance
Informat�on Inst�tute.

How �t works: A severe thunderstorm uproots a tree that falls onto your home, crush�ng part
of the roof and att�c. You’d pay your share of the repa�r cost — known as the homeowners
�nsurance deduct�ble — and then the �nsurer would pay the rest, up to your dwell�ng coverage
l�m�t.

What �s dwell�ng coverage for homeowners?
Dwell�ng coverage �s the part of a homeowners pol�cy that pays to repa�r damage to the
structure of your home, or to rebu�ld �t �f �t’s destroyed. Dwell�ng �nsurance w�ll cover you up
to the l�m�t of your pol�cy.

Your home’s structure �ncludes the roof, foundat�on, floors, doors, w�ndows and walls.
Dwell�ng coverage also generally extends to any attached structures, such as garages,
porches, decks, and bu�lt-�n appl�ances and f�xtures. However, �t doesn’t �nclude your
belong�ngs, unattached structures (such as a shed) or the land your home s�ts on.
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Just l�ke �t sounds, other structures coverage prov�des �nsurance for structures on your
property that aren’t attached to your house. That could �nclude a shed, fence or detached
garage.

Wh�ch events are covered: As w�th dwell�ng coverage, most homeowners �nsurance pol�c�es
cover other structures for any event that �sn’t spec�f�cally excluded. That means you'd l�kely
have coverage for f�re, w�nd, ha�l and snow, among other �ssues.

How �t works: Part of your fence collapses under the we�ght of heavy snow. The �nsurance
company would pay to repa�r �t, m�nus your deduct�ble.

What �s other structures coverage?
Other structures coverage pays for damage to structures on your property that aren’t
attached to your house. (The house falls under your dwell�ng �nsurance.) Th�s could �nclude
the follow�ng types of structures:

Fence| Detached garage | Shed | Gazebo | Guesthouse | Dr�veway | Dock.

Other structures �nsurance may also cover a sw�mm�ng pool, but �t’s worth check�ng w�th your
�nsurer. Some compan�es �nclude an �n-ground pool under dwell�ng coverage �nstead of other
structures, espec�ally �f �t’s attached to your home by a walkway or enclosure. If you have a
portable above-ground pool that you could take w�th you to another home, �t m�ght fall under
personal property coverage.

Why should you care wh�ch part of your pol�cy covers your pool? Because replac�ng a
damaged pool can be expens�ve, you’ll want to make sure the appropr�ate sect�on of your
pol�cy has a l�m�t h�gh enough to cover �t.

Other structures coverage pays only for the damaged structures themselves — not for
anyth�ng stored �ns�de. Say your shed catches f�re and everyth�ng �ns�de �t �s destroyed,
�nclud�ng a bunch of tools and garden�ng suppl�es. Other structures coverage would pay to
rebu�ld the shed, but your personal property �nsurance would cover the �tems �ns�de.
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Personal property refers to your personal belong�ngs — l�ke clothes, furn�ture, electron�c dev�ces and
appl�ances that aren’t bu�lt �n. Most homeowners pol�c�es cover these �tems anywhere, not just �ns�de your
house. So �f someone steals your b�ke from outs�de a store, �t’ll l�kely be covered (m�nus your deduct�ble).

Wh�ch events are covered: In most homeowners pol�c�es, personal property coverage works d�fferently
than dwell�ng and other structures coverage. Instead of cover�ng your belong�ngs for anyth�ng that �sn’t
spec�f�cally excluded, homeowners pol�c�es often cover only d�sasters that are l�sted.

These events, typ�cally called “per�ls” �n your pol�cy, tend to �nclude:

F�re or l�ghtn�ng | Smoke | W�ndstorms and ha�l | Explos�ons | Theft | Vandal�sm | We�ght of �ce, snow and
sleet | Sudden damage from a power surge | Volcan�c erupt�ons | Fall�ng objects | Water overflow or
d�scharge from household systems l�ke plumb�ng | a�r cond�t�on�ng and appl�ances | Freez�ng of those same
household systems | Sudden tear�ng, crack�ng or bulg�ng of a hot water system, steam system, a�r
cond�t�on�ng or f�re protect�ve system | R�ots | Damage from a�rcraft or veh�cles.

How �t works: A p�pe bursts on a fr�g�d w�nter n�ght, send�ng water cascad�ng �nto your k�tchen and d�n�ng
room. Although dwell�ng coverage would pay for damage to bu�lt-�n �tems such as cab�nets, personal
property coverage would take care of ru�ned furn�ture, m�nus your deduct�ble.

If you ever have to make a personal property cla�m, the amount your �nsurer pays out depends on wh�ch of
these two coverage opt�ons you’ve chosen.

Actual cash value. Say you pa�d $500 for a laptop three years ago. It’s l�kely worth s�gn�f�cantly less now. If
that laptop �s stolen and you have actual cash value coverage, your �nsurer w�ll pay only the deprec�ated
value of the computer.

Replacement cost. If you’d rather rece�ve enough to buy a brand-new laptop, choose replacement cost
coverage for your belong�ngs. Th�s coverage typ�cally costs a l�ttle more, but �t could be worth thousands of
dollars �f you lose all your stuff �n a catastrophe.

Coverage outs�de your home
Many pol�c�es cover your belong�ngs anywhere �n the world, not just when they’re �n your home. So �f your
su�tcase �s stolen at the a�rport or a storage un�t burns down w�th your belong�ngs �ns�de, you’ll l�kely have
some coverage — typ�cally 10% of your total personal property l�m�t.
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Somet�mes called “add�t�onal l�v�ng expenses,” the loss of use sect�on of your homeowners pol�cy can come
�n handy �f your home �s too damaged to l�ve �n. Loss of use coverage may pay for hotel stays, restaurant
meals or other expenses assoc�ated w�th l�v�ng somewhere else �f your home �s un�nhab�table after a
d�saster your pol�cy covers.

Wh�ch events are covered: As long as your home �s undergo�ng repa�rs for a covered cla�m, you’ll l�kely be
el�g�ble for loss of use coverage. But �f your home’s damage �s from a d�saster that �sn’t covered — such as a
flood — your �nsurer won’t pay your add�t�onal l�v�ng expenses, e�ther.

How �t works: After a k�tchen f�re spreads to your l�v�ng room, your home �s out of comm�ss�on for a few
months wh�le contractors make repa�rs. Your �nsurance company would pay for you and your fam�ly to rent
a s�m�larly s�zed house nearby.

Imag�ne a tornado tears through your ne�ghborhood, r�pp�ng off part of your roof and leav�ng your home
un�nhab�table. Not only w�ll your �nsurance l�kely re�mburse you for the damage, but �t w�ll also pay for you
to l�ve somewhere else dur�ng repa�rs. Th�s part of your home �nsurance pol�cy �s known as loss of use
coverage.

What does loss of use cover?
Loss of use �nsurance typ�cally covers:

Hotel stays, Apartment or house rentals, Restaurant meals, Grocer�es, Pet board�ng, Transportat�on or
park�ng costs, Laundry expenses, Mov�ng and storage costs.

Keep �n m�nd that loss of use �nsurance pays expenses that are above and beyond your normal cost of
l�v�ng. Say you normally spend $100 a week on grocer�es, but you end up eat�ng out more often wh�le
stay�ng �n a hotel. If your total food costs go up to $300 a week, your �nsurer would cover the extra $200.

Be sure to keep all your rece�pts, as �nsurance compan�es often re�mburse you after the fact rather than
pay�ng upfront.

What’s not covered
Loss of use coverage pays out only when the reason you’re l�v�ng elsewhere �s covered by your pol�cy.

For example, homeowners and renters �nsurance generally don’t cover flood damage. So �f your f�rst floor �s
under 3 �nches of water but you don’t have flood �nsurance, your carr�er won’t pay for you to stay
somewhere else.
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Personal l�ab�l�ty coverage offers f�nanc�al help �f you’re respons�ble for �njur�ng someone or damag�ng the�r property.
Coverage generally extends to anyone �n your household, �nclud�ng pets — so �f your dog b�tes someone at the park,
you may have coverage. (See Does Homeowners Insurance Cover Dog B�tes? for more �nformat�on.)

Wh�ch events are covered: L�ab�l�ty �nsurance covers bod�ly �njury and property damage to others, w�th some
except�ons. For �nstance, your pol�cy won't cover cr�m�nal acts or harm you cause on purpose. Nor w�ll �t pay for
�njur�es or damage from a car acc�dent (your l�ab�l�ty car �nsurance would cover those).

You probably know your homeowners �nsurance pol�cy w�ll pay for damage to your home — but d�d you know that �t
can also help defend you from lawsu�ts? That’s because most homeowners pol�c�es offer personal l�ab�l�ty �nsurance �n
add�t�on to property coverage. Here’s how �t works.

How �t works: A del�very person sl�ps on your �cy s�dewalk before you can salt �t. He breaks h�s wr�st �n the fall and sues
you for med�cal b�lls and lost wages. Your l�ab�l�ty coverage could pay your legal fees, plus any damages you’re
respons�ble for �n the lawsu�t, up to your pol�cy l�m�t.

What �s personal l�ab�l�ty �nsurance?
Personal l�ab�l�ty �nsurance covers you �f you're respons�ble for �njur�ng someone or damag�ng the�r property. If the
cla�m turns �nto a lawsu�t, your pol�cy can pay your legal fees and other expenses a court f�nds you respons�ble for, up
to your coverage l�m�t.

Here’s a scenar�o �n wh�ch you m�ght need th�s coverage: Your deck gets sl�ppery dur�ng a summer pool party, and a
guest tr�ps and falls. She breaks her elbow and sues you for med�cal expenses, plus pa�n and suffer�ng. Your personal
l�ab�l�ty �nsurance would cover your legal defense and pay up to your pol�cy l�m�t �f a court f�nds you l�able for the
�njury.

What does personal l�ab�l�ty �nsurance cover?
Personal l�ab�l�ty �nsurance covers harm you do to other people or the�r belong�ngs, not your own �njur�es or damage
to your stuff. Below are a few scenar�os that your personal l�ab�l�ty �nsurance would probably cover.

Injur�es you cause
You round a corner wh�le jogg�ng and acc�dentally crash �nto a pedestr�an, knock�ng h�m off the s�dewalk. He breaks h�s
ankle and has to m�ss work for a couple of months. He sues you for med�cal expenses and lost wages.

Injur�es on your property
A del�very person sl�ps and falls on your �cy front steps. She f�les a lawsu�t, accus�ng you of negl�gence because you
fa�led to put down salt that morn�ng.

Injur�es caused by your pet or ch�ld
Your dog Fluffy gets a l�ttle over-exc�ted at the park and b�tes a ch�ld’s hand, leav�ng a wound that needs st�tches. The
ch�ld’s parents f�le a cla�m aga�nst your homeowners pol�cy to recover the�r med�cal costs. (Note: Some �nsurers won’t
cover certa�n dog breeds or an�mals w�th a h�story of aggress�on. Check w�th your �nsurance company to make sure �t
w�ll cover your dog.)
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Damage caused by someone �n your household
Your son h�ts a long fly ball through a w�ndow at h�s best fr�end’s house. It shatters not only the glass but also an
expens�ve vase s�tt�ng �ns�de. Your l�ab�l�ty �nsurance could pay for the damage.

Damage on your property that affects other people’s homes
A tree �n your yard falls onto your next-door ne�ghbor’s roof. Because the tree was dy�ng and you hadn’t gotten around
to hav�ng �t profess�onally removed, you're at fault for the damage.

What does personal l�ab�l�ty �nsurance not cover?
Below are some scenar�os that personal l�ab�l�ty �nsurance generally won't cover, along w�th adv�ce on wh�ch other
�nsurance pol�c�es m�ght. For a full l�st of exclus�ons, check your homeowners pol�cy.

Car acc�dents
You run a red l�ght and crash �nto an SUV. All three passengers �n the other veh�cle are hurt, and the SUV �s totaled.
Your l�ab�l�ty car �nsurance would handle med�cal and repa�r costs for the people �n the other veh�cle.

Bus�ness l�ab�l�ty
You run a bus�ness out of your home, and one of your cl�ents sues you for g�v�ng bad adv�ce. Although the �nc�dent
may have happened �n your home, personal l�ab�l�ty �nsurance usually won’t cover lawsu�ts connected to bus�ness
pursu�ts. Instead, you’ll need bus�ness �nsurance.

Injur�es to people w�th�n your household
Your daughter, who l�ves w�th you, tr�ps and falls down the basement sta�rs. If she were a guest �n your home, personal
l�ab�l�ty �nsurance m�ght cover her �njur�es — but because she’s a member of the household, she’ll have to rely on her
own health �nsurance for treatment.

Intent�onal harm
Your teenage son and h�s fr�ends spray-pa�nt rude messages all over the outs�de of a local store. Because they caused
th�s damage on purpose, �t’s a cr�me, not an acc�dent or act of negl�gence. Your l�ab�l�ty �nsurance �s unl�kely to cover
your son’s defense.
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L�ke l�ab�l�ty coverage, med�cal payments coverage pays �f you cause phys�cal �njury to someone outs�de your
household. However, you don’t need to be found at fault for med�cal payments coverage to pay out.

Wh�ch events are covered: You could tap your med�cal payments coverage �f someone suffers a m�nor �njury on your
property or you cause harm to someone outs�de your home. S�m�lar restr�ct�ons apply to l�ab�l�ty and med�cal
payments, w�th no coverage for �ntent�onal acts or car acc�dents, among other exclus�ons.

How �t works: Your dog b�tes the hand of a v�s�t�ng fr�end. There’s no ser�ous harm, but your med�cal payments
�nsurance covers the cost of the�r tr�p to urgent care for st�tches.

What �s med�cal payments coverage?
Med�cal payments coverage helps cover med�cal b�lls �f someone who doesn’t l�ve w�th you �s �njured on your
property. It also pays �f you, a fam�ly member or a pet �njures someone away from your home. It’s also known as
MedPay, Coverage F and “good ne�ghbor” coverage.

A key feature of med�cal payments coverage �s that �t appl�es regardless of who’s at fault. If your fr�end falls down your
sta�rs wh�le text�ng on the�r phone or your dog b�tes a stranger at the park, you’re st�ll covered. 

What does med�cal payments coverage pay for?
Med�cal payments coverage for homeowners pays for m�nor med�cal b�lls, �nclud�ng acc�dents �nvolv�ng your pets or
sl�p-and-fall �nc�dents. Th�s can �nclude: 
Ambulance r�des, Hosp�tal b�lls., X-rays and other d�agnost�c tests, Phys�c�an and surgeon fees, Phys�cal therapy,
Prosthet�c dev�ces, Emergency dental treatment, Funeral expenses (�f the �njury results �n death).

Med�cal payments coverage typ�cally l�m�ts the amount of money �t w�ll pay out per person, per �nc�dent. Th�s l�m�t �s
usually from $1,000 to $5,000, wh�ch can be useful for smaller �njur�es. H�gher l�m�ts may be ava�lable depend�ng on
your �nsurer.

What does med�cal payments coverage exclude?
Med�cal payments coverage for homeowners doesn’t apply �n all s�tuat�ons �nvolv�ng an �njury. Here are some
examples of what's not �ncluded:

Injur�es that happen to you or anyone who l�ves �n your household  | Lawsu�ts or legal fees assoc�ated w�th an �njury |
Property damage | Intent�onal �njur�es that result from a f�ght or �ntended phys�cal force | Injur�es related to any
bus�ness conducted on your property | Injur�es result�ng from war, terror�sm or nuclear hazards.

Med�cal payments coverage vs. personal l�ab�l�ty coverage
Med�cal payments coverage and personal l�ab�l�ty coverage are both essent�al parts of your home �nsurance pol�cy.
However, they serve d�fferent purposes, and �t’s �mportant to understand the d�st�nct�on.
L�ke med�cal payments coverage, personal l�ab�l�ty coverage helps pay for med�cal expenses �f someone �s �njured on
your property. It may also apply �f you, a fam�ly member or a pet �njures someone away from your home. 
However, personal l�ab�l�ty coverage has much h�gher l�m�ts, often start�ng at $100,000, and doesn’t apply unless you
or a fam�ly member has been found legally respons�ble. In add�t�on, personal l�ab�l�ty coverage can pay for property
damage, not just �njur�es, and �t can cover certa�n legal expenses.
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You can add endorsements to home �nsurance to f�ll �n coverage gaps, or you may have to buy a separate pol�cy for
spec�f�c types of damage not covered by home �nsurance.

Flood �nsurance. A home �nsurance pol�cy doesn’t typ�cally cover flood damage. You �nstead must buy a separate
flood �nsurance pol�cy for that coverage. The cost of flood �nsurance �s based on your property’s flood r�sk, bu�ld�ng
character�st�cs and coverage amount.

Earthquake �nsurance. Earthquake damage �sn’t generally covered by home �nsurance, but you can buy coverage for
that protect�on. Earthquake �nsurance covers your house, other structures, personal property and add�t�onal l�v�ng
expenses.

Mold damage. Home �nsurance covers mold typ�cally, but �t depends on what caused the mold. If the mold came
about over many years, a homeowners pol�cy l�kely won’t cover �t. Home �nsurance also puts coverage caps on mold
damage, but you can expand that coverage amount by add�ng a pol�cy r�der.

Water backup. Homeowners �nsurance doesn’t generally cover sump pump backups or sewer l�ne �ssues, but you can
usually add water backup coverage to a pol�cy.


